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Gunma University

We had four sessions to learn about the United Nations and simulate a
few Model United Nations (MUN) procedures. The theme of the MUN
was ‘Environment’ which covered various issues such as climate change,
water shortage and sea pollution. In the first session, we received the
introduction of Model United Nations. In the second session, each
country gave a one-minute speech and discussed how to deal with their
problems. The third session was for discussion and collaboration. In the
last session, we finally did the MUN in presentation format.

= To learn about the United Nations (UN) system.

= To improve our ability to research and present in English and
develop the skill to negotiate with and convince others.

= To improve understanding of SDGs and current situation of each
country.

What is Model United Nations (MUN)

of the United Nations.
representing a

= Model United Nations (MUN) is a

= Students of
committee.

= Goal o the MUN is to that will resolve the issue
(topic) being debated. is a formal statement of an opinion
agreed on by a committee or a council, especially by voting.

= Goal of each delegate is to have their and

in the resolutions.

Model United Nation we held this time|

= We choose 21 countries.

= The countries were chosen considering situation of SDGs action and
other features (such as population, location, developed or developing
and so on) of the countries. (Australia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, China,
Finland, France, Germany, India, Iran, Italy, Japan, Malaysia, Mexico,
Nigeria, Papua New Guinea, Russia, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, Turkey,
USA)

ina

were in charge
= Presentation was

Advance preparations

= Research basic information about countries that we play roles:
population, climate, economic situation, environmental problems
and their solutions, problems related with SDGs, the action for
achieving SDGs.

What did we do?

Session 1 (Dec 22)

= Introduction of Model United
Nations

= How to proceed the program

Security Council (UNSC)

+ Made up of 15 cous
The *Pe

= Research of their countries’
situation

Session 2 (Jan 5)

= One minute speech about their

problems and SDGs situation

= Discuss how to deal with
problems and cooperate with
countries or not.

= Negotiate with other countries which
has the same purpose and similar
interests to solve the problems.

their
other

Session 3 (Jan 19)

= Discuss what countries
they should cooperate
with or not cooperate.

= Discuss the solution about
their problems deeply.

Session 4 (Feb 16)

= Present their solutions

= Voting

= Result announcement and
conclusion

= Introduction of formal
Model United Nations

Fig.4 Session 4, Presentation

Voting result (21 countries)

Reasons: =

have a positive impact on a global scale.

W4 Japan & Saudi Arabia (2 votes)

Reasons: =

cooperate.

supply technology.

‘_‘ France, Iran & South Africa (14 votes) I I &

Their cooperation was clear and the possibility seemed high. Solving the water problem is
a high-priority issue that can protect the health of more people.
= We could feel their solution is practicable using current technology and is expected to

The solutions were concrete and very good. It was easy to understand how to actually

= We could feel that it is possible to solve the world’s water problems with Japanese water

o & }:

@ 1. Australia & Canada & India
@ 2. Brazil & Chili & Papua New Guinea

3. China & Nigeria & Turkey

@ 4. Finland & Germany

@ 5. France & Iran & South Africa

@ 6. italy

@ 7. Japan & Saudi Arabia

@ 8 Malaysia & Mexico & United States of
America

@ 9 Russia

Fig.5 Voting result
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Conclusion

By researching and analyzing the issues in our countries, we were able to identify the essence of the problems and seek solutions. Understanding
the differences between one’s own country and other countries and respecting those differences is important in solving problems. We will strive to
develop the ability to interact with others, understanding their positions and our own. Since it is possible to develop these skills through Q&A and

discussion, it would be better to include a Q&A session in the next MUN.




